
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

  
The final regular May meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Barry Suydam. 

Present were Commissioners Suydam, Steve Cottingham, and Steve Lee.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson, Highway 
Superintendent Jim Grey, Disaster Emergency Services Manager/Risk Management Office Noelle Kroll, and Deputy Auditor Diane L. 
Blumhagen. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:   

Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey was present with an update on department operations, he reported that shoulder work has been completed and road 

blading continues.  The work on County Road 4 is near completion.  The bridge on County Road 20 has a broken pylon which supports 
the underneath wall.  Grey had been in contact with Mike Rivinius of Wold Engineering to see if it should be put out to bids.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve advertising for bids to repair the bridge pylon on County Road 20.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey requested to use the budgeted amount of $70,000.00 to purchase two pick-up trucks.   
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the Highway Department to purchase two pick-up trucks at a total cost 

of up to $70,000.00.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey presented the commissioners with two utility permit requests from Reservation Telephone Cooperative. The first utility 

permit request to bore under County Road 14 on the west side of 34th Avenue NW, Max, ND, to provide telecommunication services 
to Gavin and McKayla Amdahl residence placing a 1 ¼ inch conduit and fiber optic cable.  The second utility permit request to bore 
under County Road 4 on the east side of Highway 83, to provide telecommunication services to the Iglehart cabin site placing a 1/14 
inch conduit and fiber optic cable. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the two utility permit requests from Reservation Telephone Cooperative 

as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Suydam received a letter regarding the status of County Road 8.  Discussion followed.   
 
Kroll informed the commissioners of the grant which was applied for last year in the amount of $20,670 has been awarded 

to the county.  The grant includes two full-scale active shooter exercises and a walk-through metal detector for the courthouse.   
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to accept the awarded grant of $20,670.00 and authorize the purchase of the walk-

through metal detector for the courthouse.   Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Kroll requested the courthouse to be closed for the full-scale active shooter exercise that has been rescheduled from last year 
to June 2, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the closing of the courthouse on June 2, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. for the full-

scale active shooter exercise.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson presented to the commissioners a recommendation to reimburse the Garrison Public School for their contribution 

to the School Resource Officer budget.   The School Resource Officer wages were part of the CARES funds the county received in 2020 
that were reimbursed to the cities that contract with the McLean County Sheriff’s Department.  Garrison School District pays two-
thirds of the budgeted amount for the year for the School Resource Officer.  The reimbursement amount would be $47,191.28.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve reimbursement of $47,191.28 to Garrison School District.  Roll Call Vote: 

Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson presented the audit report from Rath and Mehrer.  The commissioners requested time to review the report and be 

put on the next commission meeting agenda on June 1, 2021. 
 
Extension Agent Calla Edwards joined the meeting. 
 
James Altringer of Garrison joined the meeting. 
 
Building and Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo joined the meeting. 
 
Chairperson Suydam opened discussion regarding the County Motor Pool.  Discussion followed.   
 
Knutson presented a Gaming Site Authorization from Garrison Area Improvement for Garrison Golf Club Association with no 

changes from last year, from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the Gaming Site Authorization from Garrison Area Improvement 

Association.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Property Appraiser Ryan Oberg joined the meeting. 
 



Chairperson Suydam addressed Altringer, who was present to discuss property taxes for St. Mary’s Township.  Knutson 
explained to Altringer how taxes are calculated and why the mills differ from one township to the next.  

 
Knutson informed the commission of the newest round of COVID-19 related funds available to the county, Coronavirus State 

and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.  In order to receive the funds, there is a portal online to fill out the information which requires an 
authorized representative.  The county will receive $1.8 million total with the first half of the funds being deposited shortly after the 
information is completed and the second being deposited earlier than one year from the time the first half was deposited.  Knutson 
also requested acceptance of the funds and approval to set up new accounts for the funds as there will be reporting that needs to be 
done quarterly. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve Knutson as the authorized representative for the Coronavirus State and 

Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to accept the funds from the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve new accounts to be set up for the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson presented the contract from Department of Corrections for Parole and Probation Officer Terry Grumbo’s building 

rent.  The contract entails $100.00 a month or $1,200.00 a year for building rent.   
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the Department of Corrections contract of $100.00 a month or $1,200.00 

a year for building rent.  Roll Call Vote: Aye:  Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson informed the commissioners that the postage meter contract with Quadient Leasing will expire in September 2021.  

Two proposals have been received, the first one is from Dakota Mailing of Fargo N.D. and the second one is from Presort Plus, Bismarck 
N.D.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to notify Quadient Leasing regarding discontinuing the contract and to contact 

Presort Plus for the county mailing.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment:  
 

 A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 
Auditor’s Office. 

 
Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Dennis Kost, Rick Tweeten, Don Sorge, George Sheldon, Scott Samuelson, and Don Streifel, all of Washburn, joined the 

meeting. 
 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson joined the meeting. 
States Attorney Ladd Erickson joined the meeting to discuss a road located east of Washburn that has been damaged.  

Erickson began by showing slides of pictures of the road and the issues that have been brought up.  He explained the counties course 
of action and some issues that have arisen which are making it difficult to fix the problems on the road.  Tweeten also presented his 
thoughts on the issues and discussion followed between some of the present land owners voicing their concerns and ideas to remedy 
the situation.   

 
Sheriff J.R. Kerzmann joined the meeting to discuss a promotion within his department.  Johnson requested promoting Casey 

Howe to Assistant Jail Administrator.  Knutson stated that after discussing with Chief Deputy Auditor Lori Foss, their recommendation 
was to increase the wage to $51,491.54 with no increase after six months effective June 1, 2021.   Johnson requested the wage be 
increased to $52,921.95 with no increase after six months.  Discussion followed.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the promotion of Casey Howe to Assistant Jail Administrator with a salary 

increase to $51,491.54 with no increase after six months, effective June 1, 2021.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  
Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, June 01, 2021.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 
http://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 

 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Barry Suydam, Chairperson     Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 
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