
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 

  
The final regular July meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Chairperson Barry Suydam. 

Present were Commissioners Suydam, Steve Cottingham, and Steve Lee.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson, Highway 
Superintendent Jim Grey, Deputy Auditor Diane L. Blumhagen, and James C. Falcon, Editor, McLean County Independent. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:   
Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

Grey was present with an update on department operations, he reported that work continues on County Road 9 and should 
wrap up by next week.  Crews have begun mowing bridges and guard rails, and will start mowing right-of-ways the week of August 16, 
2021.  Proposal letters for purchasing a new mini excavator, with a return deadline of 4:30 p.m. on August 16, 2021, have been 
prepared for mailing.  Discussion followed on the proposed return date of August 16, 2021 as to whether or not it would be timely to 
review them at the second regular meeting in August. 
 
 Grey presented the following proposed departmental budgets for 2022 for the commission’s review: 
 

 County Highway Administrative with an increase in Salaries from $116,296.01 to $120,342.27, decrease in 
Health Insurance from $30,000.00 to $25,721.52, increase in Employer FICA from $7,250.00 to $7,500.00, and 
an increase in Employer Medicare from $1,700.00 to $1,800.00 with total budget presented, $176,768.83; 

 Equipment Expense with an increase in Equipment Rental from $20,000.00 to $25,000.00 and an increase in 
Capital Outlay from $548,023.84 to $1,582,855.62 with total budget presented, $2,210,855.62; 

 Washburn and Garrison Maintenance Shop with a decrease in Washburn Shop Supplies from $7,500.00 to 
$5,000.00, an increase in Building Repairs from $30,000.00 to $50,000.00 and a decrease in Garrison Shop 
Supplies from $7,500.00 to $5,000.00 with total budget presented, $60,000.00; 

 Highway Maintenance Sheds with a decrease in Shop Supplies from $7,500.00 to $3,000.00 and a decrease in 
Building Repairs from $15,000.00 to $5,000.00, total budget presented $8,000.00; 

 General Maintenance and Construction with an increase in salaries from $1,037,581.25 to $1,073,992.19, 
decrease in Health Insurance from $421,000.00 to $343,000.00, increase in Employer FICA from $65,000.00 to 
$67,000.00, increase in Gravel/Sand from $300,000.00 to $400,000.00, increase in Culverts from $40,000.00 to 
$50,000.00, increase in signs from $40,000.00 to $50,000.00, and an increase in Overtime from $83,006.50 to 
$85,919.38 with a total budget presented, $2,610,981.57; and, 

 Farm to Market Expenditures with a decrease in Construction from $910,000.00 to $770,000.00, total budget 
presented, $860,000.00. 

 
Craig Argabright, of Minot, ND, joined the meeting. 
 
Dean and Melonie Weidler, of Velva, ND, joined the meeting. 
 
Ward Knutson, of Bismarck, ND, joined the meeting. 

 
Land Use Administrator Todd Schreiner and Property Appraiser Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting with 

recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting held on July 19, 2021. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the variance 

request submitted by Bruce and Kim Nodland, of Turtle Lake, ND, requesting a variance of the setback requirements of the McLean 
County Zoning Ordinance involving land described as Lot 5, Crooked Lake Subdivision, Township 148 North, Range 80 West.   Roll Call 
Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
 Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the subdivision 
plat submitted by Ward Knutson, of Bismarck, ND, and Dean Weidler, of Velva, ND, requesting approval of a 10-lot rural residential 
subdivision plat to be known as Lots 1 through 10 of Strawberry Lake First Addition Block 2, involving land located in part of 
Government Lots 4 & 5, Section 36 and part of the SW¼ of Section 36, Township 150 North, Range 80 West.  Discussion followed.  Roll 
Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Doug and Carrie Francis, of Sawyer, ND, requesting a Conditional Use Permit involving land located in the NE¼NE¼ of 
Section 12, Township 148 North, Range 83 West, more specifically identified as Outlot A consisting of 10.21 acres.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 
Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Grey discussed the current Dead End sign located in Lakeview Estates.  The Highway Department will pull the Dead End sign 

from its current location and move it closer to the start of the road.    
 
Grey also discussed installing a 25 mph speed limit sign in Mehlhoff Addition East of Garrison, ND.  Discussion followed. The 

commission requested the Highway Department install a 25 mph speed limit sign.  
 

Craig Argabright, of Minot, ND, joined the meeting to discuss his concerns regarding dust control on the road leading into 
Wolf Creek West Subdivision.  He asked the commission to apply dust suppressant to the gravel road; install a three-way stop sign at 
the corner of the road; and decrease the speed on that road to 15 mph.  Discussion followed.  The commission will visit with the 
Highway Superintendent.   

 
McLean-Mercer Regional Library Director Beth Bruestle joined the meeting. 
 



Land Use Administrator Todd Schreiner, Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson, Assistant Jail Administrator Wade Krohmer, 
County Recorder Heidi Anderson, States Attorney Ladd Erickson, Attorney David Lindell, and Patrick Bair, of Mandan, ND, joined the 
meeting. 

 
Bruestle presented the McLean-Mercer Regional Library 2022 proposed budget.  She explained that the library is requesting 

four mills for 2022 to qualify for State Aid.  The Salaries line item increased from $$297,559.46 to $302,336.04, FICA increased from 
$18,788.31 to $19,010.00, Pension increased from $4,950.31 to $5,100.00, Health Insurance increased from $27,600.00 to $28,800.00, 
Fuel/Maintenance/Rent increased from $12,000.00 to $15,000.00, Reserves/Savings increased from $74,176.64 to $107,025.26, 
Library Material increased from $40,000.00 to $45,000.00, Telephone increased from $3,000.00 to $3,250.00, Staff Travel decreased 
from $1,750.00 to $1,500.00, Insurance decreased from $4,000.00 to $3,750.00, Workshops and Special Programs increased from 
$12,500.00 to $14,000.00, Audit increased from zero to $5,000.00, Technology-Electronic Databases decreased from $1,000.00 to 
$500.00, Computers increased from $5,000.00 to $7,500.00, Member Library Services increased from $22,500.00 to $26,250.00, Info 
*Lynx/CDLN increased from $42,000.00 to $43,300.00, and Accounting Fees increased from $2,600.00 to $3,000.00 with total budget 
proposed, $650,621.30. 
  
 Property Appraiser Ryan Oberg joined the meeting. 
 
 Krohmer requested to utilize recently retired employee, Glenn Wiest, as a part-time Federal Prisoner Transport employee. 
 
 Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve utilizing Glenn Wiest as a part-time Federal Prisoner Transport employee 
working no more than 19 hours a week.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Knutson requested permission to advertise for a full-time Jailer/Dispatcher to fill one open position and develop a new hiring 
list. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve advertising for a full-time Jailer/Dispatcher.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  
 
 Bair addressed the commission regarding the County Recorder’s metes and bounds policy.  Lindell voiced his concerns along 
with Erickson requesting Anderson explain the policy in depth.  Discussion followed.  The commission is comfortable with the current 
policy as it has been written. 
 
 Lindell discussed the street vacation hearing held on July 6, 2021.  He requested that the street vacation legal description be 
amended back to the original petition that part of Ireland Avenue lying between Lot 1, Block 2, Lakeview Estates and Lot 1, Block 5, 
Lakeview Estates Third Subdivision.  Discussion followed. 
 
 Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve amending the street vacation legal description from July 6, 2021, back 
to the original that part of Ireland Avenue lying between Lot 1, Block 2, Lakeview Estates and Lot 1, Block 5, Lakeview Estates Third 
Subdivision.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Chief Deputy Auditor Lori Foss joined the meeting to present the first reading of proposed changes to the following personnel 
policies: 

 
• Policy 305 – Holidays Updated to show Good Friday holiday defined as other holidays are defined and revision to 

wording to read: “Any other day appointed by the President of the United States and Governor of State of North 
Dakota, subject to the approval of the Board of County Commissioners, or by resolution of the Board of County 
Commissioners.” 

 
• Policy 403 – Payment of Salaries Updated to reflect current practices.   

 
• Policy 409 – Administrative Pay Corrections Updated to reflect current practices. 

 
• Policy 410 – Payroll Deductions Updated to clean up formatting. 

  
Knutson discussed the tentative date of August 16, 2021, for release of census data to the state.  McLean County needs to 

create a Redistricting Board.  Discussion followed.  Knutson will send out letters in the next couple of weeks to seek board members.   
 
 Knutson presented a Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by the Saddle Up Against Cancer Trail Ride for a raffle to be 
held at the East Park Lake, Mercer, ND, on August 21, 2021. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by the Saddle Up Against 

Cancer Trail Ride for a raffle to be held at the East Park Lake on August 21, 2021.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  
Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Knutson presented the following proposed departmental budgets for 2022 for the commission’s review: 
 

 Building and Grounds with an increase in Salaries from $130,416.35 to $146,238.54, increase in Building Repair from 
$80,000.00 to $200,000.00, and an increase in Heat Pumps/Boiler Repair from $15,000.00 to $20,000.00 with total 
budget proposed, $433,738.54; 

 County Motor Pool, with no changes; 
 Fair Board Budget Disbursement with an increase in Electricity from $4,000.00 to $4,500.00, increase in Telephone 

from $500.00 to $1,450.00, decrease in Capital Improvement from $22,500.00 to $17,200.00, increase in Repairs 
from $5,000.00 to $10,000.00, increase in Office Supplies from $1,500.00 to $2,000.00, decrease in Rentals from 
$2,500.00 to $2,000.00, decrease in Premiums from $9,000.00 to $7,800.00, increase in Livestock-open from 
$6,500.00 to $7,500.00, increase in Ribbons and Plaques from $1,000.00 to $1,500.00, increase in Judges from 



$2,000.00 to $3,000.00, decrease in Dues/Memberships/Travel/Meetings from $2,500.00 to $500.00, increase in 
Contract Labor from $2,000.00 to $3,000.00, and an increase in Water/Sewer from $500.00 to $550.00 with total 
budget proposed, $85,500.00; and,  

 Senior Citizens with an increase in Meals Program from $167,000.00 to $168,000.00, total budget proposed, 
$198,600.00. 

 
Commission requested financial documentation for the Fair Board.  Discussion followed regarding the 2022 General Fund 

Budget.   
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the following vouchers for payment:  
 

 A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 
Auditor’s Office. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 11:17 a.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, August 3, 2021.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 
http://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 

 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Barry Suydam, Chairperson     Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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