
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022 

  
The second regular October meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Lee. Present were Commissioners Lee and Steve Cottingham.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor Diane L. 
Blumhagen; Recorder Heidi Anderson; Director of Emergency Services/Highway Department Administrative Assistant Noelle Kroll; 
Alyssa Meier and Cammie Wright of NorDak North Publishing.  Absent was Commissioner Barry Suydam. 

  
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting held on October 6, 2022, 

as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham and Lee.  Nay:  None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried.   
 
Kroll presented Project BRC-BRS-0099(008) a regional bridge inspection stating that the county share for the inspection is 

$644.02.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the bridge inspection as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and 

Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Kroll presented a boring permit request from West River Telecommunications Cooperative.  The permit requests to bore 

Riverside Lane, 4 miles SE of Washburn, in Section 5, Township 143 North, Range 81 West, to provide fiber optic services to the Craig 
Winn residence at 1196 22S Ave SW. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the boring permit request from West River Telecommunications 

Cooperative as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Kroll requested approval to pre-buy 1500 gallons of propane from Farmers Union Oil in Wilton.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to pre-buy 1500 gallons of propane.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Kroll informed the board that Steven Porter has been hired to fill the open Equipment Operator II position for the Max area. 
 
Kroll discussed the Homeland Security Grant which was applied for last year in the amount of $27,923.00.  The grant has been 

awarded including $8,500.00 for a full-scale exercise and $19,423.00 for equipment, some of which is for Turtle Lake-Mercer School. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to accept the awarded Homeland Security Grant of $27,923.00.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Kroll requested approval to purchase keyless entry door for the courthouse locks at a cost of up to $13,820.00 which is the 

remaining grant amount.   
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to authorize the purchase of keyless entry door locks.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Anderson requested to advertise and hire for a clerk position in the Recorder’s Office. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve advertising and hiring a Clerk position in the Recorder’s office.  Roll Call 

Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Property Assessor Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting to present an application submitted by Mund Family Enterprises, 

LLP, of Bismarck, ND, requesting approval of a Conditional Use Permit involving land located in E½NE¼ of Section 23, Township 143 
North, Range 80 West, more specifically identified as Outlot A containing 4.07 acres. The above-named applicant seeks approval of a 
Conditional Use Permit to construct a non-farm structure on agricultural land. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the Conditional 

Use Permit involving land located in E½NE¼ of Section 23, Township 143 North, Range 80 West, more specifically identified as Outlot 
A containing 4.07 acres.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 
Patterson presented an application submitted by McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District, whose post office address is Turtle 

Lake, ND, requesting a variance of the setback requirements of the McLean County Zoning Ordinance involving land described as 
Auditor’s Lot A in NE¼ of Section 18, Township 147 North, Range 90 West, Lake Williams Township. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the variance 

request involving land described as Auditor’s Lot A in NE¼ of Section 18, Township 147 North, Range 90 West, Lake Williams Township.  
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve Courtney Blotske as Democratic NPL Judge for the Washburn Vote 

Center; Vicki Benzmiller as Democratic NPL Judge for the Garrison Vote Center; Kim Kurle as Democratic NPL Judge for the Turtle Lake 
Vote Center; and Josie Felix as Democratic NPL Judge for the Precinct 280402.  Roll Call: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent 
and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve Elaine Carr as Republican Judge for the Washburn Vote Center; Marie 

Pozarnsky as Republican Judge for the Garrison Vote Center; Patricia Maxwell as Republican Judge for the Turtle Lake Vote Center; 
and Malone Gatsinzi as Republican Judge for the Precinct 280402.  Roll Call: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not 
voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 



Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve Todd Schreiner, Jenell Olson, Erica Meadows Kendra Casavant, and Anita 
Fitterer as Clerks for the Washburn Vote Center; Pandora Hummel, Lisa Zerr, DeeAnn Lowry, Rena Rustad, Donna Blanchard, and Stu 
Merry as Clerks for the Garrison Vote Center; Steve Reiser, Andrew Hett, Terri Guderjahn, and Kay Reiser as Clerks for the Turtle Lake 
Vote Center; and Patrick Fox and Leone White as Clerks for the Precinct 280402.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  
Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson joined the meeting requesting approval of payment for unused annual leave over 240 

hours through payroll for Patrol Corporal Justin Cote-Kanning.  The payout would consist of 60 hours totaling $1,670.40.  Discussion 
followed.  

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the vacation payout as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and 

Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the following for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Lee recessed the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Lee reconvened the meeting at 9:25 a.m. 
 
Adam Ourada from Falkirk Mining Company joined the meeting requesting approval of County Road 17 (CR17) plats, four 

easements, and three assignments (originals are available for viewing in the Auditor’s office.)  
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to accept the plats, easements, and assignments for CR17 as submitted.  Discussion 

followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Lee opened the 9:30 a.m. hearing for acceptance of minimum sale prices for 2019 Delinquent Tax Properties for 

the upcoming Tax Sale set for November 15, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
With no additional attendees from the public or cities, and no discussion, the minimum sale prices stand as set on October 6, 

2022.  Chairperson Lee closed the hearing at 9:35 a.m. and immediately reconvened the commission meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:36 a.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, November 1, 2022.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 
https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson      Diane L Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 
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