
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

  
The second regular November meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Barry 

Suydam.  Present were Commissioners Suydam, Steve Cottingham, and Steve Lee.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson, Deputy 
Auditor Diane L. Blumhagen, Highway Superintendent Jim Grey, Director of Disaster Emergency Services/Risk Manager Noelle Kroll, 
and Todd Kjelland, Central McLean News Journal Editor.  
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  
Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Kroll presented two bids to the commission for full-scale active shooter exercises using funds from the Homeland Security 

Grant.  Kroll stated that generally the State of North Dakota wants three bids, so she asked for approval contingent on approval from 
the State of North Dakota for only receiving two bids back.  The first bid received was from Amanda Schooling and Jennifer Wiechmann 
for the proposed amount of $15,550.00.  The second bid received was from Heartland Consulting Group, LLC., for the proposed amount 
of $12,575.00.  Commissioner Lee asked Kroll of her recommendation; Kroll recommended Heartland Consulting Group, LLC. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to accept the bid submitted by Heartland Consulting Group, LLC., in the amount of 

$15,500.00, contingent on approval from the State of North Dakota.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Grey was present with an update on department operations, reporting that blading of the gravel roads is wrapping up for the 

season and dependent on the weather the operators will go out as needed.  The department has been completing repairs and will be 
starting tree work projects.  Grey mentioned that a drill press at the Washburn Shop is no longer working and in need of replacement, 
he will start looking for the replacement.  Commissioner Lee requested he check with local vendors.  Commissioner Suydam mentioned 
the road which leads out to the Iglehart Cabin Sites has been blocked by tumbleweeds.  Discussion followed which resulted in decision 
that the Highway Department would only clear the road in cases of an emergency, since the road is not county owned. 

 
Knutson informed the commissioners that the previously approved Law Enforcement Center (LEC) front door handicap 

accessible opener from Fargo Glass and Paint was discontinued when they went to order it.  Knutson presented two quotes to the 
commission, the first quote from C & H Glass in the amount of $2,450.00 and the second quote from Fargo Glass and Paint Co. in the 
amount of $3,142.86. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the quote from C & H Glass in the amount of $2,450.00 for the 

replacement of the handicap accessible opener for the LEC front door.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Knutson requested the commissioners reschedule the Redistricting Board meeting date to November 30, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve rescheduling the Redistricting Board meeting date to November 30, 

2021, at 7:00 p.m.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson requested approval to advertise for the county appointed positions that expire on December 31, 2021. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve advertising for the county appointed positions.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Tax Director Todd Schreiner joined the meeting with recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 

held on November 15, 2021.  
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the variance of 

the setback requirements submitted by Bennie Brown, of Minot, ND, involving land described as Lot 90, Snake Creek Cottage Site, 
Malcolm Township.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the variance of 

the setback requirements submitted by Kerry Stone, of Garrison, ND, involving land described as Lot 6, Mehlhoff Estates, Township 
148 North, Range 84 West.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Chief Deputy Auditor Lori Foss joined the meeting requesting approval to purchase a 12 month Economy Plan agreement 

through ArchiveSocial in the amount of $2,988.00.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve entering into a 12 month agreement with ArchiveSocial for the amount 

of $2988.00.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Foss discussed implementing a Volunteerism Policy with the commissioners.  Discussion followed which resulted in the 

commissioners requesting Foss to draft a Volunteerism Policy to be presented at the next commission meeting.  
 
Foss informed the commissioners of a phone call she received from Jodi Johnson, Ward County Superintendent of Schools, 

regarding an annexation inquiry possibly coming from the Department of Public Instruction.  The individuals are requesting to annex 
from Parshall School District to Lewis & Clark North Shore-Plaza School District in Mountrail County.  Foss requested the commission 
to appoint Jodi Johnson as Superintendent of Schools Designee to utilize Johnson’s services for the purpose of this annexation request 
only. 

 



Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to appoint Jodi Johnson as Superintendent of Schools designee for the purpose of 
this annexation request only.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Knutson discussed with the commissioners a phone call she received from Diane Schell regarding the City of Underwood’s 

Renaissance Zone amendment.  The amendment results from the State of North Dakota now allowing 34 blocks instead of 24 blocks 
in a Renaissance Zone.  The City of Underwood is requesting a letter of support from McLean County for the amendment.  Knutson 
requested approval from the commission to send the letter of support.  

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve sending the requested letter of support to the City of Underwood.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the following vouchers for payment:   
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Lee requested that Knutson send an email to the department heads to try to shop local first.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, 

Lee, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson requested approval for any delinquent tax payer lots that are not sold at the auction to be sold back to the cities in 

which they are located. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve authorizing the sale of unsold city lots back to the cities in which they 

are located.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Suydam recessed the meeting at 9:23 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Suydam reconvened the meeting at 9:50 a.m.  
 
Schreiner rejoined the meeting. 
 
States Attorney Ladd Erickson joined the meeting to discuss the weed issue near the Iglehart Cabin Site.  Sheriff J.R. Kerzmann 

joined the meeting via phone from the site.  Both Erickson and Kerzmann agreed that the weeds were coming from all over the county 
not just one particular area.  Erickson felt this was not a county issue to handle.  Lee added the same issues occurred a few years back 
during a drought and that the land owners are responsible for the removal of the weeds from their property. 

 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:58 a.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 7, 2021.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 
http://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 
 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Barry Suydam, Chairperson     Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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