
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, January 23, 2024 

  
The second regular January meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Cottingham.  Present were Commissioners Cottingham, Steve Lee, and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; 
Deputy Auditor Diane L. Blumhagen; Civil Engineer Jon Martin of Wold Engineering; and Highway Department Administrative Assistant 
II Noelle Kroll. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting held on January 9, 2024, as 

submitted.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Chief Deputy Auditor Lori A. Foss joined the meeting. 
 
Kroll requested approval to advertise for bids for gravel crushing and equipment rental; the call for bids reflects a bid opening 

set for February 21, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam to advertise for the following: 
 

Notice Of Call For Bids 
 

The Board of Commissioners, McLean County, North Dakota, will open sealed bids in the following 
categories in their office in the Courthouse at Washburn, North Dakota on Wednesday, February 21, 2024. 
 
Item No. 1 - 9:00 A.M. 
Road gravel delivered on highways or in stockpiles.  In the case of crushed gravel, bids will be for gravel crushed to 
3/4" and measured on a ton and ton-mile basis.  Successful bidder or bidders must supply a $5000.00 performance 
bond after award of gravel crushing and must be available to perform work within 30 days of notice from Highway 
Superintendent. 
 
Item No. 2 - 9:00 A.M. 
The rental of machinery suitable for construction and/or maintenance of county highways and bridges.  Bids to be 
submitted on an hourly or yardage basis with bidder furnishing operator, repairs, fuel, oil, insurance and all other 
incidentals. 
 
Bids to be addressed to the McLean County Auditor and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope, either "Bids 
For Gravel" or "Bids For Rental Of Equipment". 
 
The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities or technicalities and to accept the bid 
or bids which appear in the best interest of McLean County. 
 
Bid forms may be obtained by writing to the McLean County Highway Office (Post Office Box 1108) or the McLean 
County Auditor (Post Office Box 1108), Washburn, ND  58577. 
 
Dated this 23rd day of January, 2024. 
 
By Order of The Board of County Commissioners 
 
Beth A. Knutson, County Auditor     

 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Martin presented the final plans for project CP-2800(023) and project CP-2800(024).  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the final plans for project CP-2800(023), and set bid opening date for March 

5, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the final plans for project CP-2800(024), and set bid opening date for March 

5, 2024, at 9:10 a.m.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Foss presented an NRG Technology Services quote for two new computers of which will include Microsoft Office 2021 for the 

total amount of $3,995.13.  The computers were budgeted for in 2024. 
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the purchase of the computers and software as presented.  Roll Call Vote: 

Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson presented the Pledge of Securities received from TruCommunity Bank.  The total public deposits were 

$26,433,980.85 and the total pledged securities were $26,864,000.38 on December 31, 2023.   
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to accept the Pledge of Securities from TruCommunity Bank.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, 

Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Dakota Central Human Service Zone (DCHSZ) Director Maurice Hardy joined the meeting to discuss hiring seven new zone 

employees for the call center.  Lee stated the DCHSZ board has approved the hiring of the new employees. 
 
NDSU Extension Agents Kamile Moderegger and Sarah Bedgar joined the meeting to update the commission on the 2023 

year-end department report.   



 
Lee discussed the North Dakota County Commissioners Association (NDCCA) is having their summit on March 20, 2024, stating 

there is a $50.00 conference registration fee for attendance.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to authorize the county to pay the registration fee, travel and hotel for commissioners 

interested in attending the summit on March 20, 2024.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:07 a.m.  The commission minutes and 

agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  
 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Steve Cottingham, Chairperson     Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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