
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 

  
The second regular February meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Cottingham.  Present were Commissioners Cottingham, Steve Lee, and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; 
Deputy Auditor Diane L. Blumhagen; Road Superintendent James Grey; Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke; Clerk of Court 
Bonnie Bohnsack; and Director of Disaster Emergency Services Noelle Kroll. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting held on February 6, 2024, as 

submitted.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Kroll presented materials for an Integrated Preparedness Plan Workshop (IPPW).  Kroll requested permission to identify five 

to seven threats, hazards, and risk for McLean County.  Kroll identified seven items included armed assault, epidemic (human and 
livestock related), winter storm, dam failure, hazardous materials release, utility disruption, and train derailment.  Commission was in 
agreeance with the selection. 

 
Bohnsack presented a ND Certified Court Manager Training Program request from Deputy Clerk of Court Cassie Smith.  

Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the request for training with all related costs being paid by the county.  

Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Sundre Sand & Gravel Representative Joe Mayer joined the meeting. 
 
Grey presented an update on department operations reporting that blading of roads has started and will continue weather 

permitting.  He also presented items to be listed by Steffes Group Inc. for the online auction being held March 20, 2024, through March 
28, 2024. 

 
Grey requested permission to purchase lime green jackets and sweatshirts that would contain the recommended reflective 

material and Highway Department logo.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the purchase of 20 jackets and 20 sweatshirts for the Highway 

Department.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Barry Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey discussed the current condition of the two previously damaged trucks. 
 
Grey requested a credit card for the department.  Discussion followed with Knutson being asked to look into different options. 
 
Chairperson Cottingham opened the 9:00 a.m. Class 5 Gravel Crushing and Equipment bid opening.  Scepaniak Inc. of 

Minnesota, bid the crushing and stockpiling at $4.72 per ton.  Gravel Products of Minot, bid the crushing and stockpiling at $3.25 per 
ton.  Sundre Sand & Gravel of Minot, bid the crushing and stockpiling at $3.50 per ton.  Equipment rental bids were received from 
Hanson’s Excavating of Minot, Fylling & Scraping of Turtle Lake, and Sundre Sand & Gravel of Minot. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to accept all gravel crushing bids except for Scepaniak Inc.  Discussion followed.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to accept all equipment rental bids submitted.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey updated the commission regarding the Road Policy.  Discussion followed with the updated policy being presented at the 

next meeting. 
 
Knutson presented a bill from Emineth Plumbing for $2,524.72 for maintenance at the courthouse and law enforcement 

center.   
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to authorize the payment of $2,524.72 to Emineth Plumbing as presented.  Roll Call 

Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson requested authority to advertise for future employment openings as they become available as long as they are the 

exact same position with no changes in the role.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to authorize advertising for employment openings for existing positions without 

commission approval.  Discussion followed with Suydam requesting to be notified when a position has been vacated and that hiring 
will still need to be approved.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Blumhagen presented Gaming Site Authorizations for Aggie Foundation at DL’s Strawberry Kooler.  Discussion followed with 

Lee requesting we reach out to Strawberry Lake Improvement Association first and present the Gaming Site Authorizations at the 
March 5, 2024, meeting.  Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to table the Gaming Site Authorizations requested by Aggie Foundation 
until the March 5, 2024, meeting.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Knutson received the Clerk of Court funding agreement for the 2025-2027 Biennium from the State of North Dakota. The 

funding agreement included three options with the first option being making the Clerk of Court employees state employees; the 
second option is entering into a funding agreement; or the third option of the Board of Commissioners election to provide the Clerk 
of Court services. Knutson stated that in the past the second option of entering into a funding agreement has been chosen. Knutson 
visited with Clerk of Court Bonnie Bohnsack and Bohnsack felt that the second option of a funding agreement is sufficient for the 2025-
2027 Biennium year. Discussion followed. 



 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to enter into the Clerk of Court funding agreement for the 2025-2027 Biennium. Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Lee. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Cottingham. Motion carried. 
 
Michael Thyberg joined the meeting to discuss paying taxes under protest.  Discussion followed. 
 
Tax Director Todd Schreiner joined the meeting. 
 
State’s Attorney Ladd Erickson joined the meeting. 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.  The commission minutes 

and agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  
 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Steve Cottingham, Chairperson     Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 
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