
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 

  
The second regular April meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:36 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Cottingham.  Present were Commissioners Cottingham and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor 
Diane L. Blumhagen; Road Superintendent James Grey; Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke; Director of Disaster Emergency 
Services Noelle Kroll; Building Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo; Mike Rivinius of Wold Engineering; and Dan Johannes. Absent was 
Commissioner Steve Lee. 

 
 Malo presented and discussed a bill from Guardian Lock for the McLean County Law Enforcement Center (LEC) stating there 
were some locks in the jail that needed the cylinders replaced because they were wore out.  The total amount of the bill was $2,088.00. 
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the purchase of the replacement cylinders for the LEC locks from 
Guardian Lock in the amount of $2,088.00. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion 
carried. 

 
Grey stated the department is continuing their blade work.  Grey requested the use of overtime hours beginning next week 

in order to get shoulders pulled in the time that they have before the grass gets too long. 
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the use of the budgeted overtime hours in the Highway 

Department at the discretion of the Highway Superintendent. Discussion followed. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: 
None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 
 

Grey stated the sag in County Road (CR) 22 has been filled with gravel which has improved the condition of the road.  Sickle 
mowers have been picked 

up; one is located at the Garrison Shop and one is located at the Washburn shop.   
 

Grey requested approval to purchase a plow truck from Nuss Trucking & Equipment, of Minneapolis, in the amount of 
$54,000.00. Verke and Grey are able to travel to Fargo to pick it up within the next week. 

 
Grey requested approval to purchase a semi from J & M Truck Sales, of Fargo, in the amount of $64,000.00 using proceeds 

from the equipment sold at the online auction though the Steffes Group.  The semi is the same as those previously purchased from J 
& M Truck Sales and would match the rest of the fleet.  Knutson confirmed that there are funds available in the account and stated 
this will help with budgeting for next year as Grey will not have to budget for the semi in 2025. 

  
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the Highway Department to purchase a semi from J & M Truck 

Sales in the amount of $64,000.00 using Sale of Equipment funds and to purchase a plow truck from Nuss Trucking & Equipment in 
the amount of $54,000.00. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 

 
Grey informed the Commission that James Alexander has been hired to fill the Equipment Operator II position in Garrison, he 

starts on April 29, 2024.  Interviews for the Underwood position will take place this week and the Washburn position is being posted.  
After those two positions are filled the Highway Department will again be fully staffed. 

 
Grey presented a boring request from WRT Cooperative requesting to bore 2nd Street SW in Section 8 and Section 17, 

Township 145 North, Range 80 West, placing fiber cable telecommunications facility to serve Grant Singer. 
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the boring permit request from WRT Cooperative as presented.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting, Lee.  Motion carried. 
 

Rivinius discussed McLean County’s applications for the Flexible Transportation Funds available through the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation (NDDOT).  McLean County was approved for Bridge No. 28-137-11 which is located four miles west and 
two miles north of Garrison. McLean County was awarded $748,000.00 for the project; the county has agreed to match a 20% cost 
share on the project amounting to around $200,000. Anything above that cost will be the responsibility of the McLean County. Rivinius 
requested approval to begin work on the engineering contract for presentation at the next meeting. Preliminary engineering bids will 
probably be next year.  Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize Wold Engineering to move ahead with preparation 
of the engineering contract for the project involving Bridge No. 28-137-11 and to present it at the next meeting. Roll Call Vote: Aye: 
Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 
 

Rivinius updated the commission on the current projects that are underway. Wilton shoulder widening is beginning soon.  
They will begin paving at Butte and then Garrison, working their way south including the portion of road west of Washburn finishing 
up in Wilton to allow the regrading to be completed. They plan to be done by the beginning of July.  The box culvert on CR 20 should 
be finished up soon, they want to get it done as soon as possible.   

 
Rivinius requested approval of an engineering contract and setting of a bid time and date for pavement marking project, 

PVMT-2800(034), to restripe road center and edge lines which is estimated at a total cost of $320,000.00 and includes engineering 
costs.  

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to authorize Wold Engineering to move ahead with the preparation of the 

engineering contract for the pavement marking project, PVMT-2800(034). Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. 
Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried 

  
Assistant Director of Tax Equalization Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting. 

 



Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to set the bid opening time and date for the pavement marking project, PVMT 
2800-(034), for 9:30 a.m. on May 21, 2024. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. 
Motion carried. 
 

Johannes discussed the agreements with Sundre Gravel on his land.  
 
Patterson presented two applications from the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting held on April 15, 2024. 
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve a variance 

submitted by Dan and Lori Ruby, of Minot, involving land located in Lot 14 and the adjacent 100 x 51.4 rectangle described on deed, 
Otto’s West Side, Otis Township, McLean County. Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent 
and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the request 

for a subdivision plat submitted by Timothy Eslinger, of Coleharbor, involving land located in Outlot B of the NW1/4 and NW1/4NE1/4 
of Section 13, Township 148 North, Range 84 West, of McLean County.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and 
Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting Lee. Motion carried. 

 
McLean County Road Policy Update was tabled was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Knutson presented the application for a 2024 Beer and Liquor License Class I submitted by Gramma Jo’s Eatery & Catering 

LLC located on Brush Lake (f/k/a Brush Lake Pavilion).  Background checks for outstanding violations have been completed by the 
Sheriff’s Department and all necessary fees have been received.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the application as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and 

Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 
 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson joined the meeting. 
 
Knutson presented a Gaming Site Authorization Application submitted by Garrison Area Improvement Inc. for bingo, raffles, 

pull tab jar, pull tab dispensing device, electronic pull tab device, twenty-one, poker, and calcutta activities at the Garrison Golf Club 
from July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Gaming Site Authorization Application as submitted by Garrison 

Area Improvement Inc.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried.   
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by McLean County 

Racer’s Inc. for 50/50 drawings and a raffle to be held on ten dates at the McLean County Speedway.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and 
Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by McLean County 4-

H Leader’s Council for 50/50 drawings and raffle to be held June 13 through June 16, 2024, at the McLean County Fairgrounds pending 
the $10.00 application fee is submitted.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and 
not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by Skyfest Over Fort 

Stevenson for a raffle to be held at Fort Stevenson State Park on May 27, 2024, with prizes listed as kites with total prize value of 
$400.00.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 

 
Knutson presented the following resolution appointing Election Inspectors: 
 

Resolution Appointing Election Inspectors 
June 11, 2024 Primary Election 

McLean County, ND 
  
Whereas, Currently, under state law (NDCC 16.1-05-01), the Board of County Commissioners, in cooperation with 
the county auditor, shall appoint the inspectors of the election for all polling locations as well as for the absentee 
board within McLean County by 40 days preceding the election.  
 
Whereas, each election board must be comprised of at least one election inspector per polling location and absentee 
board within the county. The election inspector supervises the conduct of the election and ensures that all election 
workers are performing their duties. Additionally, the inspector and judges verify the results of the election and 
return the election results and associated ballots to the county auditor at the close of polls on election day. 
 
Whereas, The McLean County Auditor is committed to providing a positive voting experience to all voters within 
McLean County while simultaneously upholding the security and integrity of elections. The attached list of election 
inspectors ensures McLean County’s success for the upcoming election. 
 
Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, that the McLean County Commission approves the Attached list of election 
inspectors and approves the county auditor to fill any vacancies that may exist for the June 11, 2024 Primary Election.   
 
Dated this 16th day of April, 2024, at Washburn, North Dakota. 
 
        Attest: 
 
 



Steve Cottingham, Chairperson     Beth A. Knutson 
McLean County Commission      McLean County Auditor  
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the resolution as presented authorizing the Auditor to fill any vacant 

positions that may arise before the election. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. 
Motion carried. 

 
Johnson presented a quote from Motorola Solutions in the amount of $19,434.00 for a Radio Repeater.  Discussion followed.   
 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to accept the quote from Motorola Solutions in the amount of $19,434.00.  

Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 
 
Chief Deputy Auditor Lori A. Foss joined the meeting. 
 
Johnson informed the commission that James Jabara has been hired to fill the open Patrol Deputy position.  Johnson 

requested approval to set Jabara’s annual starting salary at $52,226.86 due to nine years of experience with an increase to $53,471.90 
after six-month probation period.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the salary adjustment as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam 

and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Lee.  Motion carried. 
 

Knutson presented the 2025 Police contracts with a 2% increase from 2024.  Knutson explained that in 2024 McLean County 
had a 0% increase in the Police contracts while there was an average 5.2% salary increase plus a cost-of-living increase for the deputies 
fulfilling the contracts. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the 2025 Police Contract amounts as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the 2025 Budget Calendar as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam 
and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam and Cottingham. Nay: None. Absent and not voting: Lee. Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:37 a.m.  The commission minutes and 

agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  
 
___________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Steve Cottingham, Chairperson      Diane L. Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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